DAAMI YOUTH DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION

The press release on minority quota of the parliament and local council
elections

Today, 13 November 2018, we have concluded a two-day meeting on the rights of
minority communities towards the upcoming elections, organized by Daami Youth
Development Organization (DYDO) with the support of UNSOM Human Rights
& Protection Group.

The meeting focused on the political participation of minority groups in the
country’s decision-making bodies. Upon the completion of the meeting,
representatives from the minority communities issued the following declaration:

On behalf of minority communities, we express our gratitude to the civil society
organizations, MPs, ministers and people from other organizations who
participated in this meeting. We also thank to the President of Somaliland His
Excellency Muse Bihi Abdi and the Council of Ministers for their approval of
minority’s quota on 7™ June 2018 for the next parliament election (three seats in
the House of representatives). Based on this progress, we call on:

The President:

I. To increase the number of quota seats allocated to the minorities from the
suggested three seats to six seats. This means one seat will be allocated for
minority community from each of the six regions of Somaliland.

2. To encourage the parliament (Representatives & Elders) to adopt the quota
(Six seats) of minority communities and help them prevent any potential
disapproval as happened in 2007 when the Parliament rejected the quotas of
the minorities by claiming that the quota is contrary to Article 8 of
Somaliland Constitution which addresses equality of citizens. We believe
that the Parliament misinterpreted the Article and the rejection of the
minorities’ quota was not preproperate. We learned from the past elections
that the minority communities would not be able to secure parliamentary
seats without quota due to accumulated circumstances.



The Parliament:

1.

To make amendments on the electoral laws and increase the proposed seats of
the minority quota of the House of Representatives from three to six seats and
at least 14 seats at the local councils to secure a quota for minorities.

We call on the two Houses of the Parliament to avoid rejecting quotas for the
minorities like they did in the past.

. We urge the two Houses of the Parliament to recognize the right to political

participation of the minority communities and join the caucus we established to
advocate the adoption of minority quotas.

Political Parties:

1.

We call on the three national political parties (KULMIYE, WADDANI and
UCID) to add their voice the adoption of quota allocated for minorities and
avoid any hindrance or challenges that may undermine the quota.

We urge the national political parties to join the caucus we created to lobby the
adoption and implementation of minority quotas.

. We call on the three national parties to allocate some of the leadership positions

in their respective parties for minority figures to enhance the right to political
participation of the minorities.

We recommend the allocation of the seats for minority quotas in the parliament
and local councilors to be as follows:

1.

Parliament
A) House of Representatives

We call on a quota consisting of six seats in the House of Representatives, one
from each of the six regions of Somaliland as detailed below:

v" Awdal region, one member of parliament (MP)

v" Maroodijeeh region, one member of parliament (MP)
v Sahil region, one member of parliament (MP)

v" Togdheer region, one member of parliament (MP)



v" Sool region, one member of parliament (MP)
v" Sanaag region, one member of parliament (MP)

B) House of Elders
We also request six seats to be allocated from the House of Elders in case of direct
election. However, if the elders are to be selected through indirect election, we
request a minimum of three seats to be allocated for minority communities.

2. Local Councils

Based on the experience gained from the past elections, we believe allocation of
quota for minorities is necessary in the upcoming local councilors election as well.
There are 23 election districts in Somaliland. However, elections currently take
place in 21 districts. Out of these 21 districts, we suggest the quota for minorities
to be as follows:

I.  Minimum of fourteen seats should be allocated for minorities in the districts of
Grade A level namely Borama, Gabiley, Hargeisa, Berbera, Burao, Erigavo and
Laasaanood

In conclusion, we call on the United Nations and the wider international
community that support Somaliland democratization process to play significant
role in the approval of quotas for minorities which is being tabled at the House of
Representatives.
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